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| have the honor to speak on behalf of Albania, Australia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Cabo Verde, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kenya,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Federated States of Micronesia, Monaco, Montenegro, the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkiye, Ukraine,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the European Union and my own country,
Belgium.

We would like to strongly support gender-related language in the outcome document, in particular
previously agreed language from the outcome documents of RevCon3, BMS7, BMS8, and RevCon4.

We therefore call on all Member States to retain the present language in the outcome document of BMS9
on the following topics:

1. Take into consideration the differential impact of the illicit trade in small arms and light
weapons on women, men, girls and boys.

2. The importance of assessing and addressing the gendered impacts of illicit small arms and light
weapons on women, men, girls and boys, including conflict-related sexual violence, and of
mainstreaming a gender perspective into policies and programmes on small arms and light
weapons.

3. The need to promote the full, equal, meaningful and effective participation of women in
decision-making and implementation processes relating to the Programme of Action and the
International Tracing Instrument at all levels, including in leadership roles and as agents of
change.

4. Disaggregating data, where feasible, by sex, age, disability, and other characteristics relevant in
national contexts and utilizing analysis mechanisms to inform evidence-based gender-
responsive policymaking and programming with a view to strengthening the full and effective
implementation of the Programme of Action at all levels.

Furthermore, we note the establishment of the Open-Ended Technical Expert Group (OETEG) to examine
developments in the manufacturing, technology and design of small arms and light weapons, including
polymer frame and modular weapons as well as illicit 3D printed firearms. While the mandate of the
OETEG is technical in nature, we believe that previously agreed commitments on gender remain relevant
to its work.

As States examine the implications of emerging technologies, it is important to continue considering their
potential impacts on different groups within society, including women, men, girls and boys. Applying a



gender perspective can help ensure a more comprehensive understanding of how new technologies, in
particular the use of 3D printing, may affect patterns of acquisition, misuse, diversion and armed violence,
as well as support inclusive participation in discussions on these issues.

Chair, the gender-related language in the draft outcome document reflects commitments that States have
already agreed through previous meetings of the Programme of Action process. Retaining this language
would support continuity, strengthen implementation, and contribute to a more effective and evidence-
based response to the challenges posed by the illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

For us, this language in this text is not a “nice-to-have”. Rather, it reflects evidence-based good practice
in ensuring the effective implementation of the POA. | thank you.



